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Everyone attending the Commission event on 20 May has different experiences and insights to share around Place. 
Exploring and harnessing that diversity is at the heart of event. This short supporting paper is intended to provide a 
further source of stimulus which can be referenced and dipped into before and after the session.   

Each headline or question is supported by links to a selection of reports, blogs, papers and presentations to 
complement the focus for the Commission.  These will grow over the summer as a reference base to inform the 
Commission’s report, connected to its lines of enquiry.

There is nothing new here and much that is missing so do let us know of links you want to add. It is for stimulus not for 
completeness.  This is not an academic exercise.

1 Place in Time

Place is in many ways a very old idea for framing the future, but it rapidly becoming the new frontier.

Our sense of place has a strong resonance.  It defines who we are and what we value.  It runs deep in communities and 
has the power to bring together and divide. But it is also nebulous and fluid, both for us individually and in the way it 
is used as a concept.  In policy terms it has acquired a currency which seems to enable positive, open discussion 
between organisations and citizens about local ambition and potential.  It has a freshness and life which does not 
attach itself to “localism” or anything in which the word planning appears.  It avoids getting stuck in the thickets of 
different forms of accountability.

All this makes “Place” the right starting point for the Commission, for working through meaningful governance 
outcomes.  Both the idea of Place and the Commission itself should be creative spaces for exploration of the concepts 
and the realities of now and the future, and the transition from one to the other.

Place also brings with it the need for some definition of borders which need to define space and boundaries which can 
be challenged and crossed - real and artificial, between professions, and organisations, challenging unhealthy 
concerns with perceived differences in intent, culture and process which have plagued progress and transformation of 
local lives for far too long.

The governance issues which can and must be explored around Place to progress social and economic sustainability 
are genuine.  And creating meaningful outcomes requires more than principles, though principles are essential in 
providing a shared and enabling platform. But what are the practices, the behaviours, the conditions that need to be 
created for place to become more than a challenge to current limitations and for governance to realise its potential, 
away from the self-limiting concerns of old models of compliance and accountability?

How does the potential get realised?
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2 Background and context

A short history of place – nothing new in place-based approaches including the learning, except is it happening 
more and better now?
https://lankellychase.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/Historical-review-of-place-based-approaches.pdf

Place and the industrial strategy – roles examined
https://www.bath.ac.uk/publications/place-based-perspectives-on-the-uk-industrial-strategy/attachments/industrial-
strategy6.pdf

Localism – does the term still have the right resonance?
https://locality.org.uk/news/new-phase-for-localism-commission-launched/

A narrative on Sustainable Development Goals – the right partnership route into ambitious place-based change?
https://globescan.com/2018-sustainability-leaders-report/

Is Localism delivering on Climate change – what has changed since 2011?
https://www.theguardian.com/local-government-network/2011/oct/27/is-localism-delivering-for-climate-change 
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/3152143/Rising%20to%20the%20Climate%20Crisis.pdf

Sustainability – are the private sector setting the pace on health and sustainability?
https://sustainability.com/our-work/reports/50-years-of-global-health-progress/
https://sustainability.com/our-work/reports/whats-next-for-sustainable-business/

Smart cities – competitive advantage and local narratives
https://www.information-age.com/the-uks-current-smart-city-developments-examined-123474013/

People Power – a reminder of the Future of Localism programme
https://www.powertochange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/LOCALITY-LOCALISM-REPORT.pdf

Designing the governance – is this type of “How to…” Guide a touch too neat to be real?
https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/publications/place-based-systems-care/ten-design-principles

Public value – still relevant or has it had its day?
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1191762/
rtpi_research_report_success_and_innovation_in_planning_full_report_8_november_2014.pdf

3 Issues and themes

Shifting the Centre of Gravity – a “new deal” perhaps but what can citizens really expect?
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/1.84%20-%20Shifting%20the%20centre%20of%20gravity%
20WEB_0.pdf

Culture and place – can the learning from Hull be applied more widely given the impact of austerity on budgets and 
ambition?
https://www.hull.ac.uk/work-with-us/research/institutes/culture-place-and-policy-institute/cultural-transformations/
creating-the-past.aspx
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Place, work and health – an employer-led approach
http://www.theworkfoundation.com/wf-reports/?way-forward-policy-options-improving-workforce-health-uk/

The value of the voluntary sector as the centre of place-based well-being
www.health.org.uk/sites/default/files/RtVRealisingTheValue10KeyActions.pdf

Effective place-based governance and the role of local authorities – still more to do
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Local-authority-governance-Summary.pdf
https://www.cfps.org.uk/nao-report-on-local-governance-the-cfps-view/

Technology and place – smart city thinking
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/17508975.2011.586670?scroll=top&needAccess=true
https://www.urbantransformations.ox.ac.uk/blog/2018/digital-and-spatial-governance-in-shaping-the-future-city-thro
ugh-urban-living-lab-ull-working/

Place-based giving – a missed opportunity in driving collaborative change?
https://www.thirdsector.co.uk/scope-place-based-giving-schemes-says-report/fundraising/article/1492725

Suppliers and procurement – a governance challenge that’s worth it?
https://www.nao.org.uk/naoblog/risks-resources-and-government-supplier-relationships/

Asset-based places – a credible change narrative?
https://www.scie.org.uk/future-of-care/asset-based-places/

Asset-based practice – an active force for social change?
https://www.health.org.uk/publications/head-hands-and-heart-asset-based-approaches-in-health-care

Participatory budgeting – a working model elsewhere but why not right for the UK?
https://www.eurozine.com/participatory-budgeting-an-empowering-democratic-institution/
http://ppiw.org.uk/files/2017/08/PPIW-report_participatory-budgeting-evidence-review_-July-2017-FINAL.pdf

Citizen’s decision-making – the Paris example on participatory budgeting
https://budgetparticipatif.paris.fr/bp/plugins/download/PB_in_Paris.pdf
https://www.scie.org.uk/future-of-care/asset-based-places/case-studies/three-conversations

4 Case Studies and stories

Innovation in planning 
https://www.rtpi.org.uk/media/1191762/rtpi_research_report_success_and_innovation_in_planning_full_report_8_no
vember_2014.pdf

Some hope and lessons from the north 

Oldham
http://www.oldhampartnership.org.uk/

The Rotherham model of social prescribing 
https://www.scie.org.uk/future-of-care/asset-based-places/case-studies/rotherham

The Wigan deal
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/find-out-more-information-566.pdf
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Docs/PDF/Council/The-Deal/Deal-conference/Place-based-working-Presentation.pdf
https://www.nhsconfed.org/blog/2019/03/bottom-up-working-for-effective-place-based-leadership

The Preston model
https://www.preston.gov.uk/thecouncil/the-preston-model/preston-model/

Leeds and Bradford
https://www.citymetric.com/politics/leeds-vs-bradford-how-tale-two-cities-shows-need-place-based-growth-strategie
s-3470
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/may/02/leeds-lower-child-obesity-henry

And further south: Plymouth
https://rankfoundation.com/the-rank-foundation-reaches-plymouth/

Some Australian examples for a change

Framework for Place-Based Approaches
https://www.communities.qld.gov.au/industry-partners/place-based-approaches/framework-place-based-approaches

Monitory Democracy as Citizen-driven Participatory Planning: The Urban Politics of Redwatch in Sydney
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/08111146.2015.1077804?journalCode=cupr20
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